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TO THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF SAID COURT: 
 
 NOW COMES the State of Texas, Appellee/Petitioner in the above-styled and 

numbered cause, and respectfully moves this Honorable Court to accept the filing of 

its Petition for Discretionary Review slightly in excess of the standard word limit (at 

5,254 words), and for good cause would show the following: 

 
I. Motion to Exceed the Word Limit 

 
 The legal issues in the instant case are complicated and require a 

comprehensive legal analysis, so much so that Justice Goodwin issued a detailed and 

fairly lengthy dissenting opinion regarding the issue on which the majority opinion 

reversed Appellant’s conviction. The State’s Petition proposes four issues for 

review, each of which would be a basis to reverse the majority opinion and requires 

adequate development of the State’s argument. The State’s ground for review 

involving the erroneously applied harm analysis requires a specific and detailed 

analysis of the entire jury charge, the state of the evidence, and the arguments of 

counsel. In several instances, the authorities cited by the majority opinion are 

distinguishable or inapposite and adequate explanation of such requires a thorough 

evaluation and explanation. Finally, one of the State’s issues for review involves 

what appears to be a settled area of the law, however; the majority opinion has 

imposed a new evidentiary burden on the State and an analysis of the majority’s 
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reasoning, the purpose of the accomplice-witness rule, and its application in various 

other jurisdictions is necessary to properly frame the issue for this Court.   

The State has reviewed its Petition numerous times, and has managed to cut 

the word count down to 5,254 words, slightly above the typical 4,500-word limit. 

See Tex. R. App. P. 9.4(i)(2)(D). The State has already had to cut some authorities 

and citations to the record this Court might find useful, and would have to cut more 

citations—which might actually assist this Court’s review—if it has to further reduce 

the word count. Accordingly, the State respectfully requests that this Honorable 

Court accept the filing of its Petition—filed alongside the instant motion—over the 

standard word limit. See Tex. R. App. P. 2.  

II. Prayer 

 WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the State respectfully prays 

that this Honorable Court allow the filing of its Petition over the standard word limit. 

In the alternative, the State respectfully requests that the Court designate whatever 

other word limit it deems reasonable, and likewise grant the State whatever 

extension of time from the current due date on October 14, 2020 this Court deems 

appropriate for the State to attempt to further reduce the word count. The State also 

prays for all other relief to which it may be entitled.    
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       Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ Jacqueline Hagan Doyer 
       Jacqueline Hagan Doyer  
       SBN: 24086703 
       199 Main Plaza, Suite 2007 
       New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
       doyerj@co.comal.tx.us 
       Ph: (830) 221-1300 
       Fax: (830) 608-2008 
       Attorney for the State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Certificate of Service 
 

 I, Jacqueline Hagan Doyer, attorney for the State of Texas, Appellee, hereby 
certify that a true and correct copy of this State’s Motion to Exceed has been 
delivered to Appellant ANTHONY RUFFINS’s attorney of record in this matter, 
along with the State Prosecuting Attorney’s office: 
 

Karen Oprea     Emily Johnson-Liu 
1411 West Ave., Ste. #200   209 W. 14th Street 
Austin, TX  78701    Austin, TX  78701 
Karen.oprea@opreaweberlaw.com Emily.Johnson-Liu@SPA.texas.gov 
Counsel for Appellant on Appeal Office of the State Prosecuting 

Attorney 
 

By electronically sending it through efile.txcourts.gov to the foregoing email 
addresses on this, the 14th day of October, 2020. 

 
/s/ Jacqueline Hagan Doyer 

Jacqueline Hagan Doyer 
 

 



Automated Certificate of eService
This automated certificate of service was created by the efiling system.
The filer served this document via email generated by the efiling system
on the date and to the persons listed below. The rules governing
certificates of service have not changed. Filers must still provide a
certificate of service that complies with all applicable rules.

Jacqueline Doyer
Bar No. 24086703
doyerj@co.comal.tx.us
Envelope ID: 47202339
Status as of 10/15/2020 9:39 AM CST

Associated Case Party: Anthony Ruffins

Name

Karen Oprea

BarNumber Email

karen.oprea@opreaweberlaw.com

TimestampSubmitted

10/14/2020 7:30:22 PM

Status

SENT

Case Contacts

Name

Emily Johnson-Liu

Joshua Presley

BarNumber Email

Emily.Johnson-Liu@SPA.texas.gov

preslj@co.comal.tx.us

TimestampSubmitted

10/14/2020 7:30:22 PM

10/14/2020 7:30:22 PM

Status

SENT

SENT


